
Conference Call re Haiti Activities 
Wednesday, January 29, 2014 

8:00 – 9:00 pm EST 
 
Participants: 
Angelo E. Gousse, M.D.  
Louis J. Auguste, M.D.  
Henri Lanctin M.D. 
Frank Burks, M.D.  
Michael Ziegelbaum, M.D.  
Jean Geto Dube, M.D.  
Fran Schneck, M.D. 
Claude Paultre, M.D. 
Jory Desir, M.D. 
Josh Wood, IVUmed 
Martine Coutu, SIU 
Ellen Molino, AUA 
 
Unable to participate:  
Samuel BroaddusM.D. 
 Pierre Boncy, M.D. 
 

MINUTES 

Dr. Gousse welcomed everyone to the call and began with the first agenda item. A discussion 
ensued regarding the recent meeting in November and its success in bringing together many 
Haitian and US urologists together to discuss these important issues. It was decided that this type 
of “business” meeting should occur on an annual basis as a check in on the progress of this 
initiative and that November was a good time of year. A discussion ensued regarding whether the 
meeting should continue to be held in Port au Prince. Drs. Ziegelbaum and Auguste noted that it 
may be helpful to rotate the meeting between Port au Prince and Cap Haitien (or other areas of 
Haiti) in order to involve more urologists within Haiti. However, Dr. Gousse noted that this may 
be difficult logistically and that Port au Prince may be the best venue for this conference-style, 
didactic type of meeting. It was noted that the hands-on workshops could and should be held 
throughout the country and that perhaps one of the workshops could be held in conjunction with 
the November business meeting in order to consolidate travel for the US urologists. It was noted 
that the urologists involved in the business meeting may not be the same urologists that come for 
the workshops, but some overlap is expected. *After the call, Dr. Auguste wrote an email stated 
that he agreed that the November business meeting should be held in Port au Prince for 
logistical reasons. He would like to begin logistical planning for the meeting as soon as possible. 

It was also discussed whether more scientific talks by the US and/or Haitian urologists should be 
incorporated into the business meeting. Dr. Auguste suggested that some of the Haitian residents 
could begin to work on a research project now and could be ready to present this to the group 
during the November meeting. The group agreed that this was a good idea and a great way for 
the residents to practice these skills. It is unclear whether it would be beneficial to have the 



urologists also provide scientific talks during this meeting or whether their main focus should 
remain on a more strategic/administrative level.   

Dr. Gousse noted that at the conclusion of the November 2013 meeting, it was requested that the 
Haitians provide a proposal to the group regarding their most immediate and specific needs so 
that the group can move forward with meeting these needs. To date, no written proposal has been 
received.  

Dr. Gousse noted that an article summarizing the First Haitian American Conference in 
November will be published in the March issue of the AUANews. Ellen Molino also mentioned 
that the AUA would like to include an article in the AUA Global Connections magazine to be 
published in May and distributed at the AUA Annual Meeting. This article would be more of a 
human interest story and could include “interviews” with some Haitian and US urologists 
regarding their thoughts/goals for this initiative. The article should also include photos from the 
recent meeting.  

ACTION: Ellen Molino to reach out to Dr. Gousse and others to gather information for this 
article in time for the content deadline of March 14, 2014. 

Dr. Gousse mentioned that he would like to eventually have the group work on a peer-reviewed 
article to hopefully be published in the Journal of Urology regarding this initiative. Drs. Dube 
and Paultre agreed that this was a good idea and would allow Haitian urologists to become more 
involved in research.  

Ellen Molino explained that the AUA has an In-Kind Donation which encourages AUA 
members to donate their used instruments & equipment and extra supplies for distribution to 
areas in need. Currently, the AUA receives these items and ships them fairly infrequently based 
on the needs of volunteer urologists traveling on missions. Dr. Gousse suggested that the AUA 
and IVUmed partner in this endeavor in order to more efficiently get these items distributed. 
AUA will direct donors to ship their items directly to IVUmed for use in their 
workshops/training programs around the world. A current inventory list will be provided to key 
urologists in Haiti for their review so that high priority items can be shipped to the appropriate 
sites in Haiti and other items can be sent to other areas of the world in need. It was noted that a 
committee should periodically review the list to determine what is needed (perhaps one urologist 
from Port au Prince and one from Cap Haitien).  Ellen and Josh will continue to work on these 
logistics and will keep the group informed of the progress of this partnership. Dr. Ziegelbaum 
noted that along with these instruments and supplies, that administrative training is key in order 
to effectively use and maintain the equipment. 

ACTION: Ellen/Josh to share an inventory list with group for their review. Haitian urologists to 
provide a *high priority* list of supplies, instruments and equipment that they need to help AUA 
and IVUmed to better determine which items should be sent to Haiti.  

The discussion on the current state of urology residency training program in Haiti was tabled 
since Dr. Boncy was not on the call. However, Dr. Gousse emphasized the importance of this 



discussion and requested that Drs. Boncy and Dube provide a detailed report regarding the 
current status of their residents’ activities and what type of cases they are working on. This 
information will help the group take steps to improve their training. Dr. Paultre noted that he 
reviewed Dr. Gousse’s suggestions from the November meeting regarding the 6 areas of focus 
for resident training and he plans to implement these at his institution in Port au Prince. Dr. 
Gousse noted that this information can serve as guidelines that can be modified based on the 
constraints within the current system in Haiti.  

A discussion ensued regarding where each of the sub-specialty workshops should be held within 
Haiti throughout the year. Drs. Auguste and Dube discussed various options and Dr. Auguste 
noted that he would follow up with an email to continue the discussion. It was noted that 
IVUmed/SIU held a workshop in Trinidad in October and plan to hold another one in September 
2014 and the Haitian urologists were invited to attend. Martine suggested that perhaps in the 
future one of these workshops could be held in Haiti. She also mentioned some other 
opportunities that SIU offers including a 6 month fellowship (Trinidad and Senegal were 
mentioned as potential locations). Applications can be submitted through the SIU website. In 
addition, SIU funds 10 residents to attend SIU meetings every year, and that urology trainees can 
access the SIU Academy (e-learning platform) for free. 

ACTION: Dr. Auguste to send the group an email with suggestions for where each sub-specialty 
workshop should be held (email was sent 1/29).  

Dr. Desir asked about sending two residents to the AUA Basic Sciences course this year. Ellen 
Molino confirmed that the AUA will once again be supporting two residents to attend this course 
and she and Josh Wood will reach out to the Haitian urologists in order to receive the names of 
the selected residents for this program so that planning logistics can begin.  

Ellen Molino reminded the group about the on-site meeting to be held at the AUA Annual 
Meeting in Orlando on Sunday, May 18. It was suggested that 10 am – 12:00 pm would work. 
Dr. Gousse mentioned that he has a course that morning but believes it will not conflict so the 
time was tentatively set for 10am – 12pm. The meeting will be held either in the convention 
center or a nearby hotel. Venue will be shared with the group later. It was suggested by Dr. 
Lanctin that Dr. Serigne Gueye be invited to attend both the May and November meetings of this 
group in light of his current activities that relate to Haiti. The group agreed to this. 

ACTION: Dr. Gousse to confirm whether this time works for him. Ellen Molino will share more 
logistical details about the meeting at a later date. 

The group agreed that the Second Annual Joint Haitian American Urology conference should be held 
in November 2014 in Port au Prince. Dr. Auguste has already reached out to the group to begin planning 
for this event. 

With no other items to discuss, the call was adjourned.  

  


